
                                            Christmas Eve
                         St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, North Andover
                                       Holy Communion, Rite II  

 
relude  

Hymn: 102 (v. 1,2,5,6)   Once In Royal David’s City

Solo

1. Once in royal David’s city,
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her Baby,
In a manger for His bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ, her little Child.

All

2. He came down to earth from 
heaven,Who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable,
And His cradle was a stall;
With the poor, and mean, and lowly,
Lived on earth our Savior holy.

All

5. And our eyes at last shall see Him,
Through His own redeeming love;
For that Child so dear and gentle
Is our Lord in heaven above,
And He leads His children on
To the place where He is gone.

All

6. Not in that poor lowly stable,
With the oxen standing by,
We shall see Him; but in heaven,
Set at God's right hand on high;
Where like stars His children crowned
All in white shall wait around



            The Word of God

Opening Sentences
                                   

Celebrant:  The people who walked in darkness
People: have seen a great light.
Celebrant: For to us a child is born
People: to us a Son is given.
Celebrant: His name will be called Wonderful counselor, mighty God,
People: the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.
Celebrant: Glory to God in the highest
People: and peace to his people on earth.

Hymn of Praise: 83 (v. 1, 2, 3,6)   O Come All Ye Faithful

1.  O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, 
     O come ye to Bethlehem; come, and behold him, born the King of angels; 

Refrain - O come, let us adore him, o come, let us adore him, 
               O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

2.  God from God, Light from Light eternal, lo! He abhors not the Virgin’s womb; only            
      begotten Son of the Father. Refrain.

3.  Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; Glory to 
     God, glory in the highest. Refrain.

6.  Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; Jesus to thee be glory given; Word of 
      the Father, now in flesh appearing;     Refrain.

     Collect for the Nativity of Our Lord                                                               Remain standing

          Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
          People:       And also with you.
         Celebrant:     Let us pray. 
  



O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that 
we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; 
where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one  God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

   
   The First Reading:  Isaiah 9:2-7

      Reader: A reading from the Book of prophet Isaiah

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness--
on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest, 
as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders, 
the rod of their oppressor, 
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood 
shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
from this time onward and forevermore.

Reader: The word of the Lord.



People: Thanks be to God.
    

   The Second Reading:  Titus 2:11-14

    A reading from the Letter of Paul to Titus                                

 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and  
 worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly,   
 while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and 
 Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity 
 and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.

Reader: The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn: 79 (v. 1—3, &5)   O Little Town of Bethlehem

1.
2. O little town of Bethlehem,

how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting Light;
the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.

3. For Christ is born of Mary;
and gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth!
and praises sing to God the King,
and peace to men on earth.

4. How silently, how silently,

the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts
the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming,
but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him,
still the dear Christ enters in.

5. O holy Child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin and enter in,
be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
our Lord Emmanuel



   The Holy Gospel:  Luke 2:1-20
                           

Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to 
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 
family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known 
to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 
When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

 Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord.
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon: The Reverend Sarah D. Máto



Affirmation of Faith (cf. Ephesians 3)                        (standing)

Celebrant:  Let us declare our faith in God.       
    
     All: We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is 

named. We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his 
love. We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high. We 
believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.     

      
he People                                            Remain standing                                     

             [A brief silence may follow each petition.]

Leader:  In peace let us pray to the Lord. Almighty God, in this holy night your Son our Savior 
was born in human flesh. Renew your Church as the Body of Christ. Holy God,
All: hear our prayer.

Leader: In this holy night there was no room for your Son in the inn. Protect with your love 
those who have no home and all who live in poverty. Holy God,
All: hear our prayer.

Leader: In this holy night Mary, in the pain of labor, brought your Son to birth.
Hold in your hand all who are in pain or distress. Holy God,
All: hear our prayer.

Leader: In this holy night your Christ came as a light shining in the darkness.
Bring comfort to all who suffer in the sadness of our world. Holy God,
All: hear our prayer.

Leader: In this holy night the angels sang, ‘Peace to God’s people on earth.’
Strengthen those who work for peace and justice in all the world. Holy God,
All: hear our prayer.

Leader: In this holy night shepherds in the field heard good tidings of joy.
Give us grace to preach the gospel of Christ’s redemption. Holy God,
All: hear our prayer.

Leader: In this holy night strangers found the Holy Family, and saw the baby lying in the 
manger. Bless our homes and all whom we love. Holy God,



All: hear our prayer.
Leader: In this holy night heaven is come down to earth, and earth is raised to heaven. Hold in 
your hand all those who have passed through death in the hope of your coming kingdom. Holy 
God,
All: hear our prayer.

Leader: In this holy night Christians the world over celebrate Christ’s birth.
Open our hearts that he may be born in us today. Holy God,
All: hear our prayer.

Leader: Gracious God, in this holy night angels and shepherds worshipped at the manger throne. 
Receive the worship we offer in fellowship with Mary, Joseph and the saints through him who is 
your Word made flesh, our Savior Jesus Christ. 
All: Amen.

The Peace                                  
   Celebrant:  The peace of Christ be always with you!
   People:       And also with you.

     The Offertory                                                
Hark the herald angels sing
The First Noel (1,2,6)

       
  Doxology           Old Hundredth

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heav'nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Amen



The Liturgy of the Table

The Great Thanksgiving    

  Celebrant: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere…

[…Prayer of Praise and Thanksgiving…]

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all      the 
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

      Sanctus:                                                                                           Music: Land of Rest, American folk
                                                                                                                                                          melody; harm. Edward L. Stauff.



The Congregation stands or kneels. 

Holy are you and blessed is Jesus Christ your son…

[…Institution Narrative…]

The Celebrant continues 

         Recalling his death and resurrection…

[Oblation, Invocation and Supplication]



Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, 
glory and praise, forever and ever.

The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.

  The Breaking of the Bread                     BCP, p. 364

Fraction Anthem:  Bread of Life, Hope pf the World          Ancient & Modern 431

 



All: In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, 
where the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and 
thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I 
await your coming in glory. Since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of 
your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and 
strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. 
May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

   Communion Hymn
Hark the Herald Angels Sing 

Prayer of Thanks                          

All:  Gracious God, whose Word has come among us in the Holy Child of Bethlehem: 
may the light of faith illumine our hearts and shine in our words and deeds; through 
him who is Christ the Lord. Amen.

(The ushers will spread the Light of Christ throughout the congregation.  Please kneel, as able.)

Hymn 111 Silent Night                               (please kneel, as able)

      1.  Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
           round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant so tender and mild,
           sleep in heavenly peace. Sleep in heavenly peace.

      2.  Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight,
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!

      3.  Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

  The Blessing                         

May the joy of the angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the perseverance of the wise men, 
the obedience of Joseph and Mary, and the peace of the Christ child be yours this Christmas; 
And may the blessing of God Almighty: Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you, and those you love, this day and always. Amen.



(Extinguish candles. Stand. Lights come on)

Recessional Hymn: 100 (v. 1, 2, 4) Joy to the World

1.  Joy to the world! The Lord is come: let earth receive her King;
     Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing, 
     and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

    2.  Joy to the world! The Savior reigns; let us our songs employ, 
         while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains, repeat the sounding joy, 
         repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

    4.  He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove
         the glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love,
         and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders, of his love.

 Dismissal

 Organ Postlude

Opening Sentences, Affirmation of Faith, Prayers of the People, the Prayer of Thanks and blessing are from The Church of 
England.  Feasting on the Word for Advent and Christmas, Westminster John Knox Press, c2014. 

Compiled by Jessica Miller Kelley.
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